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FOR VIET BILLET . . . President Don Hyde (left) and J. Walker Owens, man­ 
ager of the Torrance Chamber of Commerce, display flag that is being sent to 
Andrew J. Phipps in Viet Nam. The flag was made available by George Post of 
the United California Bank. Phipps said he wanted to fly the flag over his bil­ 
let at Phi-Bui In Vlet Nam. (Press-Herald Photo)

VOTERS GET THE WORD

Bond Failure May 
Mean a Tax Boost

Urban Renewal Threats 
Hurled in Council Tiff
City Gets Inspection Law 

Triggers Heated 
Council Dispute

Park Area 
In Riviera

A proposal to develop a 
small park in the Riviera Vil­ 
lage received the blessings of 
the Torrance City Council 
last night.

The proposal, advanced by 
the Rotary Club of the Riviera 
Village and the Riviera Vil­ 
lage Association, calls for a 
mall park on land now 

owned by the cities of Tor­ 
rance and Redondo Beach. It 
is located at Palos Verdes 
Boulevard and Catalina Ave­ 
nue.

The two organizations, in a 
letter to Mayor Albert Isen, 
said they would commission 
Richard Gawne, a landscape 
architect, to design the park 
and then undertake a fund 
raising drive to finance the 
improvements.

Casper Clemmer. park su­ 
perintendent, recommended 
that the city lend its support 
to the project. "There was 
some talk of converting this 

i area into a parking lot," 
Clemmer told the council, 
'but I do not think anything

Torrance taxpayers could program for paying for build- 
face a tax increase of nearly ings," Dr. Hull said.

"If the voters fail to see 
the economy of the bond is­ 
sue," he declared, "the board

70 cents per $100 assessed 
valuation if a $9 million 
school bond issue fails in the 
Nov. 8 general election
""or VS.'liuir wpwintend.!?1111 has the responsibility of 
nt of schools, told the Board' nousm8 the chUdren."

of Education Monday it could 
hike taxes by 69.6 cents to 
provide funds for a pay-as- 
you-go building program if 
the bond issue fails to win 
voter approval.

The increase in taxes would 
yield about $2 million each 
year for school construction. 
he said.

A TAX HIKE would be the 
only alternative if the bond 
issue does not win approval, 
the superintendent told trus­ 
tees.

Information on possible al­ 
ternatives open to the board 
was presented as trustees be­ 
gan considering their own 
arguments for the bond issue 
The board will submit an ar 
gument in favor of the pro 
posal to be mailed to voters 
with sample ballots.

Dr. Hull said the increase 
In taxes could take the follow 
ing forms
  A 26.8 cent increase in 

the general purpose tax rate 
bringing that rate up to th 
maximum voted rate of $3.3 
per $100 assessed valuation
  Add 22.3 cents to finance 

the cost of departmentalizei 
classes in the seventh am 
eighth grades. A special ta 
for that purpose is author 
ized by law, but not current! 
levied by the local district.
  A 4.5-cent tax for healt 

Insurance.
  A 5.4-cent tax for adult 

education.
o A special tax to finance 

excess costs of special educa­ 
tion classes. It would include 
3.9 cents for educationally 
handicapped children and 6.7 
cents for educable mentally 
retarded children for a total 
of 10.6 cents.

"THESE ARE things the 
board of education has at 
tempted to avoid by offering 
the people the low cost bond

Voters have twice rejected 
chool bond issues this year. 

$12.5 million proposal 
'ailed during an election in 
'cbruary and a $9 million 
ssue was rejected in June. 
3oth failed to gain the re- 
luired two-thirds majority 
or passage.

IN A RELATED action, the 
loard authorized the sale of 
1710,000 in school bonds the

last remaining bonds from 
the 1963 bond issue. The 
funds will be needed for 
progress payments on school 
construction now under way 
and, when those payments 
are made, will leave the dis­ 
trict with no building funds

this project sounds much bet-

IN OTHER action, the coun-

  Adopted, on first read 
ing, an ordinance requiring

The board also authorizedjlandscaping around all future
the creation of a Citizens' 
School Emergency Action 
Committee of 100 members 
to direct the campaign for 
the bond issue. Each member 
of the board will name five 
people to the committee and 
school principals will be 
asked to name additional 
citizens to the group.

"This is an emergency,' 
Dr. Hull declared.

Fears that a man's home 
might not be his castle pro­ 
voked an angry debate which 
threatened, for a time, to end 
the city's Meadow Park Rede­ 
velopment Project last night.

The debate erupted near 
the end of a brief City Coun­ 
cil session last night when 
Mayor Albert Isen asked City 
Manager Edward J. Ferraro 
if "something in the city 
codes" permits city inspectors 
to ring doorbells and walk 
into a home.

"If it's there and I voted 
for it," Isen declared, "I 
didn't know it."

AT ISSUE   although Isen 
didn't know it at 

the time"   was the city's 
Uniform Housing Code, adopt­ 
ed ai part of the urban re­ 
newal project requirements 
last year. The code, required 
by the federal government 
sets minimum standards for

was definitely decided and|housing and empowers the

service stations in the city.
.Referred to the Planning 

Commission for study an or­ 
dinance which would elimin 

[ate R-l and R-2 (single fam 
ily and duplex residences 
from R-3 (apartment) zones 
in the city.

e Added Bluff Street be 
tween Hawthorne and Cren 
shaw boulevards to the city's 
master plan of select streets

city to enforce those stand 
ards.

Purpose of the code, Fer­ 
raro explained, is to prevent 
blight and eliminate the ne­ 
cessity of other urban renew 
al projects. It is to be applied 
in areas "which can be 
saved," he said.

Ferraro also said no citj 
inspector will enter a home 
unless he has been invited in
or unless the city first ob-JBeasley said.
tains a court order admitting 
the inspector to the home 
"We never enter any house 
where the owner doesn't want 
us," Ferraro told Isen, "Wi 
go to court and get an order.'

ISEN THEN asked for as

Women Collecting Smokes for GIs
An appeal from Viet Nam 

[or cigarettes is going to be 
answered by four Torranci 
housewives, with the coopera 
tion of the city and severa! 
service organizations

Mrs. Eva Bisou, a membe 
of the city's Safety Counci

surance that no city inspector 
would ever force his way into 
a home   court order or not. 

"1 can't do that," Ferraro 
answered.

Ferraro said the city has 
lot begun enforcing the hous­ 
ing code. Three areas are 
jeing studied, he said, by the 
Itizens' Advisory Committee 
or Community Improvement 
nd indications are that a 
riangular area in North Tor- 
 ance is the most logical place 
.0 begin enforcement. 

He also told Isen the city 
as no intention of enforcing 
he code in an area such as 
he Pueblo, where rigid en 
'orcement would probably re- 
ult in outright condemnation 

in many instances.
"We are talking about en- 

'orcing a minimum housing 
:ode." Ferraro said. "We are 
;oing to enforce it in an area 

worth saving."

THE CODE, he added, is 
part of the urban renewal 
program. "We can't have ur­ 
ban renewal without the 
housing code," Ferraro said.

J. A. Beasley told Isen the 
housing code provides ample 
protection for homeowners. A 
five-man review board   one
member of which Isen ap­ 
pointed   is empowered to 
review an inspector's decision,

The code also offers sev- 
eral advantages to homeown 
ers, Ferraro said. One of them 
is low-interest loans for home
improvements which would the city of Torrance

NEW PROMOTION ... Pat Gay nor and Donna 
Sweeten of the Chamber of Commerce staff prepare 
to mail out a new industrial guide to the city which 
has been prepared by the Chamber for its members 
and for those seeking information on the city as a 
possible plant site. Several hundred will be milled 
immediately in response to requests for Information 
which have been received, Manager J. Walker Owens 
said. (Press-Herald Photo)

Council Votes to Pay 
'Dirty Laundry' Claim

Five white shirts and two 
crib sheets strained by rusty 
water have been paid for by

and unofficial chairman of he saic)

not be available if the code 
were not enforced, he ex­ 
plained.

When Isen continued the 
debate, Councilman Ken Mil­ 
ler suggested that he should 
have opposed the urban re­ 
newal project from the be­ 
ginning. "That (the code) is 
part of it," Miller declared.

ISEN SAID he understood 
an inspection would be made 
from the outside, that no in­ 
spector would   or could  
force his way into a home. 
'A man's home is his castle,"

City Councilmen voted to 
pay the $21.66 claim last 
night, despite recommenda­ 
tions against such action by 
the city's legal department.

6 for investigation. The re­ 
port, presented last night, 
said facts do not prove the 
city was at fault and recom­ 
mended the claim be denied. 

But councilmen, noting 
there was a 50-50 chance the 
city caused the damage by 
flushing its water lines, ap-

the legal department on June
The claim was referred to| proved the claim of Mrs. Rob­

ert D. Wagner.

FOR VIET NAM . . . Four Torrance housewives have undertaken a project to 
rolled and send cigarettes to U. S. sci viccinrn in Vlet Nam. The group has en­ 
listed the help of city employes and will ask Torrance service clubs to join the 
effort. Checking the first few cartons fur shipment to Viet Nam are, from left, 
Mrs. Russell McElroy, Mrs. Eva Bisou, Mrs. Ray Ferkel, and Mrs. Ivan Jurco. Cig­ 
arettes may be left at the city hall, Mrs. Bisou said, where containers will be set 
up in all departments (Press-Herald Photo)

the housewives' group, said 
City Manager Edward J. Fer­ 
raro is cooperating with the 
effort and expressed hope 
that Torrance service clubs 
also would help with the proj 
ect.

The group, which includes 
Mrs. Ray Ferkel, Mrs. Ivan 
Jurco, and Mrs. Russell Mc­ 
Elroy, will collect the ciga 
rettes and ship them to indi­ 
vidual servicemen in Viet 
Nam

Residents wishing to aid in 
the drive may leave cigarettes 
at the city hall, Mrs. Bisou 
said, or telephone one of the 
four women.

Cigarettes apparently have 
a low priority on the list of 
goods shipped to Viet Nam, 
she explained. Persons wish­ 
ing to contribute money may 
dn so, she said, and the four 
women will sec that it is 
spent for cigarettes.

The mayor then asked Fer­ 
raro for a full report on the 
code and its provisions and 
that brought David K. Lyman 
into the debate.

"If it's the intention of 
someone to make a political 
football out of urban renew 
al," Lyman said, "I'm going 
to keep my mouth shut and 
quietly vote to do away with 
the urban renewal program."

"Exactly," H. Ted Olson

LYMAN THEN moved to 
prohibit any city inspector 
from entering a home under 
provisions of the housing and 
Isen seconded the motion. The 
motion was withdrawn when 
the rest of the council indi­ 
cated it was reluctant to take 
such a step.

Amid motions to adjourn 
the council meeting, Isen in­ 
dicated the debate was not at 
end as far as he is concerned

Stroh Named Police Chief - - -
Jay R. Stroh, a Torrance native and son of   

long time Torrance police chief, has been named 
chief of the E| Segiindo police department. The 
.'tfi-year-old lieutenant in the Sheriff's Department 
was named to succeed T. B. DeBerry, who Is re­ 
tiring after a Id-year police career In the city. 
Stroh Is the son of John Stroh, who spent 30 yean 
on the Torrance force before retiring 12 years ago. 
lie has been a training bureau commander with 
In* Sheriff's Department and responsible for cadet 
and in-service training.

Charges Reduced on Minister      
Two of the !."> felony charges against (he Rev. 

Clarence T. (Kelly) Wulberg, founder of the de­ 
funct Cup of Gold Water Ministry, were dismissed 
Tuesday by Superior Court Judge Maurice Leader. 
The judge ruled there was insufficient evidence to 
hold the 60-year-old South Ray religious leader on 
the two counts. He must stand trial on the other 
M counts, Including grand theft and violation of 
the corporate security code. The charges arose In 
connection with the minister's efforts to convert 
the Hermosa Blllmore Hotel Into a religious center.

Television Star Jailed - - -
Forty-four-year-old Arch Johnson, camp di­ 

rector on television's "Camp Runamuck" show, was 
hooked at Tornnce jail Tuesday night after nar­ 
cotics agents arrested him at his El Porto beach 
home on suspicion of possessing marijuana. State 
agents made the arrest at his apartment and re­ 
portedly found two ounces of a substance they be. 
lieved to be marijuana.


